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Liberal Unionists had worked so well together that
there was no reason why they should not sit in the
same Cabinet. This last, with a few exceptions, con-
sisted of men who were safe rather than brilliant, but
nearly all its members had'established their reputation
as sound administrators. The Prime Minister, who
was also Foreign Secretary, had during the past decade
acquired a prestige both at home and abroad which
it is no exaggeration to say none of his successors has
yet equalled. Many stories were told of his aloofness
and frequent absence of mind, but he towered above
his contemporaries like a colossus, and his strength was
that of England, His nephew, Mr. A. J. Balfour, was
Leader of the House of Commons, and few would
have recognized in the dilettante of the "Fourth
Party" the finished statesman who now sat on the
Treasury Bench. Mr. Balfour's career was one of
alternating success and failure, but there can be no
doubt that during the years he served under his uncle,
both as Chief Secretary for Ireland and as Leader of
the House of Commons, he was at his best. The new
Colonial Secretary claimed two qualifications for the
office. "These qualifications are that, in the first place,
I believe in the British Empire; and, in the second
place, I believe in the British race. I believe that the
British race is the greatest of governing races that the
world has ever seen. I say that not merely as an empty
boast, but as proved and evidenced by the success
which we have had in administering the vast
dominions which are connected with these small
islands, and I believe, therefore, that there are no
limits to its future/3 When he became Colonial
Secretary he was close on sixty, and he had but
another eleven years of political activity before him